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CLUB OFFICERS

COMING EVENTS
August 14 (Sunday)
Lunch at Cap’s
2:00 p.m.
See Page 4 for Details
Map on Page 7

PRESIDENT
Walt Lanz (904) 631-8395 ©
(904) 641-3262
Email: wlsserv@aol.com

September 17, 2011
First Coast Car Council
Car Show at the Landing
See Flyer, Page 8, Map Page 9
Sign up Early, we only have ten
slots

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
Graham Thomas (904) 321-0261
email: 36142l@comcast.net

SECRETARY / TREASURER
Norm Reimer 904-246-6044
email: suennorm@comcast.net

October 1, 2011
Britiah Car Classic MK XXIII
Buffalo’s Southwest Café
Early Registration—Free Lunch
See Page 10

EVENTS COORDINATOR
Lance Brazil (904) 247-1030 (Temporary)
email: lbrazil@bellsouth.net

October 22, 2011
Legends on the Green
World Golf Village
See pages 11 and 12

NEWSLETTER
Lance Brazil (904) 247-1030
email: lbrazil@bellsouth.net

November 5, Tea
Details to be Announced

Any contributions to the news-letter are greatly appreciated. If
you have articles, graphics or funny anecdotes, please call Lance
Brazil at (904) 247-1030 or email to lbrazil@bellsouth.net by the
22nd of the month prior to publication.

December 10, 2011
Christmas Party at a centrally
located restaurant.
August 7, 2011
Pub Club Meeting
1:00 P.M.
King’s Head Pub
St. Augustine

The English Garage
British Car Repairs
1948 Parental Home Rd.
Suite 2
Jacksonville, FL 32216

DAVID GERRARD
(904)724-1353
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Join the Triumph Club of North Florida
If you’re interested in Triumph cars, You should be a member of TCNF. The benefits are outstanding, a
monthly newsletter that is entertaining as well as informative with free ads to members, monthly events, rallies,
shows, picnics, tours and camaraderie with fellow enthusiasts…

Membership Application/ Renewal
—————— (Please Print) ——————
New _____ Renewal _____
Car Information
Year Model Comm #
Name_______________________ 1.___________________
Spouse______________________ 2.___________________
Address_____________________ 3.___________________
____________________________ 4.___________________
____________________________ 5.___________________
Home Phone ( ) ____________
Please circle interest in:
Work Phone ( ) ____________ Tech Sessions Autocross
Email Address ________________ Social Events
Tours
Fun Rallyes Car Show
VTR Member? Yes ____ No____ T-S-D Rallyes Races
TRA Member? Yes ____ No____

Make your $25.00 check payable to:

Triumph Club of North Florida,
c/o Norm Reimer,
1409 Forest Ave.
Neptune Beach, Fla 32266
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Lunch at Cap’s
I thought it was only last year, but it has been two years since we all met a Cap’s in St.
Augustine for lunch. Everyone enjoyed the shade of the wonderful oak trees and especially
the warm friendship of other Triumph owners. Watching the boats going up and down the
intracaoastal waterway and the airplanes leaving the St. Augusting Airport just added to the
entertainment. We are going again!
On Sunday, August 14, we will all meet at Caps (See map on page 7) at 2:00 p.m.
The easiest directions: Turn west (away from th ocean) at the castle on A1A, drive down to
Myrtle Street, turn right and then left into Cap’s parking lot.
Press 1 for reservations... 1, “I’m sorry we don’t take reservations.”
Yes, that is exactly what you get when you call Caps. For that reason, Please RSVP
to Lance Brazil at the address below so we can make a reasonable count of the number
attending. Cap’s manager, Tim Bartlett, will do everything he can to make our visit
enjoyable. I’m sure if we can give him a best-guess headcount it will be better for all of us.
lbrazil@bellsouth.net.

Presidents Corner

We now have name tags!
We ordered name badges for all paid members and their spouse. Please see me at
our monthly meeting at the pub or one of our scheduled events to pick up your badge. These
name badges are magnetic, so no holes in your clothes. To open the magnet, turn it 90
degrees in either direction. They are strong.
Our next 2 events are in the middle of each month. Check the events listing on page 2
and plan to attend, mark your calendars.
Happy motoring and see you at one of these events.

Walt
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Balancing SU Carburetors Visually
Andy Bounsall From the Octagram, Newsletter of MGs of Baltimore
Ottawa Dashpot
Balancing twin SU carburetors can seem like a bit of black magic for some. Oh, you
can find plenty of "How To" articles posted on-line. Most will suggest using a piece of rubber
hose to listen to the hiss from each carburetor and to push the lifting pin slightly while
listening for small changes in engine rpm. Some even provide cute little drawings of puffs of
smoke coming out of an exhaust pipe that are supposed to show the difference between an
engine running rich and one running lean.
Maybe it's just me. Maybe my ears don't work as well as they should but I've tried
numerous times to follow these procedures and always end up frustrated and not really
knowing if I've got things adjusted quite right. I'm really more of a visual person and I'd like
to able to see that I've got it right. Two tools that I've added to my toolbox allow me to do just
that. The first is called a Uni-Syn and is used to visually balance the two carburetors.

After loosening the linkages that interconnect the two carburetors and removing the
air filters, the Uni-Syn is held momentarily over the throat of each carburetor. The air passing
through the device causes a little red indicator to rise up in the tube. The more air that passes
through the device, the higher the indicator rises in the tube. To balance the carburetors,
adjust the idle screws so that the indicator rises to the same point when held over the throat of
each carburetor.
Once balanced, idle speed adjustment can be made, maintaining the balance, by
turning both idle screws the same amount. Simple...and you can see when it's done.
The second tool, called a Colourtune, helps you to set the air/fuel mixture. Too much
air and the engine runs lean. Too much fuel and the engine runs rich. Neither of these
conditions is desirable. The engine runs best with just the right ratio of air-to-fuel.
–Continued on Page 6
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–Continued from Page 5

The Colourtune is a very neat piece of equipment. It is essentially a replacement spark
plug with a glass window on the top, which allows you see the colour of the air/fuel mixture as
is burns inside the cylinder while the engine is running. With too much fuel (rich), the glass
window has an orangey-yellow appearance. With too much air (lean), the window shows a
whitish colour. When the mixture is correctly adjusted, the colour in the window changes to a
light Bunsen blue.
With the engine warmed up to normal operating temperature, start by replacing the
spark plug in number one cylinder (nearest the radiator) with the special Colourtune plug. Start
the engine up and take a look at the colour of the combusting mixture in the window of the
Colourtune plug. With the engine still running, adjust the mixture as required by raising/
lowering the jet of the front carburetor until the plug shows the desired blue colour. If the
window shows white, lower the jet to richen the mixture. If the window shows orange, raise the
jet to lean the mixture.
When the window shows a blue colour, the mixture in that cylinder is correct. Stop the
engine. Replace number one plug and move the Colourtune plug to the number four cylinder
(nearest the firewall). Start the engine again and adjust the jet of the rear carburetor to get the
desired blue colour in cylinder number four. Repeat the operation for cylinder number two,
adjusting the front carburetor and for cylinder number three, adjusting the rear carburetor.
Because there is some cross flow between the front/rear carburetors and the front/rear
pairs of cylinders, it's worthwhile to double-check all four cylinders again in case any small
adjustments are required. Reconnect the linkages, replace the air filters, and you're pretty much
done. Once again, it's simple to do...and you can see when it's done.
Editor’s Note: A search on the internet shows these items may be discontinued but
they would be worth the effort to find them.
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Ethanol Free Gas
It is still possible to purchase ethanol free gas around Jacksonville. Go to
www.pure-gas.org to find stations near you. Some restrictions may apply. The article in
the Temple Tablet (Temple of Triumph, Tallahassee) said that a restriction of the car being
manufactured prior to 1968 was one.

Map to Cap’s on the Water

7

8

Map: First Coast Car Council car show – September 17, 2011
TCNF has purchased a block of 10 spaces, and Stan is helping the FCCC with parking, to
ensure our spaces are together. The spaces are available to members FREE OF CHARGE on a
first come - first served basis. CALL or EMAIL STAN TO GET ON THE LIST:
stantr6@comcast.net 904-276-1418. I need make (Triumph, duh !), year, and model info as
well.

Car Sites
Twelve Sexiest Cars:
http://editorial.autos.msn.com/slideshow.aspx?cp-documentid=1129722
Ten cars that deserved to fail:
http://editorial.autos.msn.com/10-cars-that-deserved-to-fail
Cars for summer cruising:
http://editorial.autos.msn.com/10-affordable-classic-cars-for-hot-summer-cruising#1
Ten Outrageous Options:
http://editorial.autos.msn.com/10-outrageous-options-on-luxury-cars#1
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Wire Wheels
I recently replaced the wire wheels on my TR250 with new chrome tubeless ones. The
old ones are Dayton painted 72 spoke wheels that will fit TR6 and TR250. There are four
wheels and they're in good condition but would need painting to freshen them up.
I'm willing to give them to someone who may be able to use them.
Thanks,
Barry Northway
trdriver.bn@gmail.com

And Finally, a Word from Garfield...
GARFIELD ON THE OIL CRISIS
YOU GOTTA LOVE GARFIELD'S EXPLANATION -- TOO CUTE & ALSO
TRUE!!!

A lot of folks can't understand how we came to have an oil
shortage here in our country. Well, there's a very simple answer.
Nobody bothered to check the oil. We just didn't know we were getting
low.
The reason for that is purely geographical. Our OIL is located in:
Alaska, California, Coastal Florida, Coastal Louisiana, Coastal
Alabama, Coastal Mississippi, Coastal Texas, North Dakota, Wyoming,
Colorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, and Texas.
OUR DIPSTICKS ARE LOCATED IN DC
Any Questions? NO? Didn't think So.

–From The eChatter

Official Publication of the Emerald Necklace M.G. Register, Inc

13

