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Cheers for the Red, White, and Blue! Happy Birthday, America

No fy Norm Reimer of address changes at (904) 246-6044 or email to “suennorm@comcast.net”
All opinions expressed in the ar cles, columns and other material included in the newsle er are those of the author and do not necessarily reﬂect the posi on of the
Triumph Club of North Florida, its oﬃcers or members. The Triumph Club of North Florida is not responsible for any technical advice which may appear in these
pages.

Member Help Groups

Club Oﬃcers
Wiring Problems
President:
Walt Lanz (904) 631-8395 (904)641-3262 wlsserv@aol.com

Charles Fenwick
David Findelstein
Lance Brazil

Membership Secretary:
John Kirkham jekirkhamjr@comcast.net,
Secretary/Treasurer:
Polishes, Waxes, Finishes
Norm Reimer (904) 246-6044 suennorm@comcast.net
Lance Brazil
Events Coordinator:
Cam Anderson Cam1416@gmail.com,
Newsletter:
Lance Brazil (904)247-1030 lbrazil@bellsouth.net
Board Member at Large:
Jerry Popp (904) 287-1891 geraldjpopp@bellsouth.net

Coming Events
July7, 2013–Pub Club Meeting, King’s Head Pub, on U.S. 1 five miles
north of St. Augustine. http://www.tcnf.org/
September 6-7,2013–Brits on the Shoals, Rogersville, AL
September 14, 2013–Car, Truck, and Motorcycle Show at the Jacksonville
Landing
September 28, 2013–British Car Classic, Location pending.
October 5, 2013–Myrtle Beach Britfest
wwwgrandstrandbritishcarclub.com
October 12, 2013–Nashville British Car Club Show. Centennial Park, Matt
Cardin 615-353-9868
October 19, 2013–Fairhope British Car Festival, SABCC www.sabcc.org
October 19, 2013–British Motor Club of Montgomery Car Show, Lagoon
Park www.montgomerybrits.org
October 26, 2013– 29th Annual Charleston British Car Day
www.britishcarclubcharleston.com
November 1-3, 2013 Southern British Car Club Show, Chattanooga Choo
Choo www.southernbritishcarcub.org
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If you would like to volunteer
to help other members with
problems on their cars, let us
know and you and be listed
here.

Carpe ng the Boot
Recently I carpeted the boot on my Spitfire to add a finished look. It turned out much better than I
hoped. What follows is for the trunk panel. Other pieces will be similar. I used this project as a chance to add a
better boot lamp from AutoZone. The carpet comes from Home Depot and is an indoor/outdoor type. Price is
$2.46 per linear foot, in 6’ width so it is not expensive at all.
Materials needed:










2’x4’ piece of standard 7/32” plywood (Home Depot, $9.55)
Indoor/Outdoor carpeting (Home Depot. Comes in colors Winter Wheat, Grey, Paradise Green, and Ebony. Unfortunately the brighter green is made to look like Astro Turf.)
Saber saw
Heavy duty stapler or contact cement
Heavy duty scissors for cutting the carpeting
Pencil or marker
Drill with various bits
½ inch elastic (Optional)

1. Remove the trunk panel.
2. Trace the panel onto the plywood and cut out using saber saw.
3. Drill any mounting holes needed.

4. Lay the plywood panel face down on the carpet, also face down.
 Using a straight edge, mark around the panel, leaving about an inch for folding over.
 I wanted to mount the tire tools on the panel with elastic to keep them out of the way so I traced around
them. Remember you are looking at the opposite side of the panel, see Illustration above right.
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7. Cut out holes for the elastic to hold the tire tools. Below left.
8. Trim the carpeting all around the panel.
9. Cut inside corners at a 45° angle and notch outside corners. Below Right.

10. Starting at one edge begin folding over the car-

pet and stapling. I used extra long staples which was
a mistake since they went all the way through the
carpet and the plywood, leaving just enough sticking
out to stick my fingers when I grabbed it.
11. I used an X-Acto knife to slit the carpet at the
top and bottom of the mounting holes for the tire
tools. From the front side I fed through the elastic in
the top slit and stapled it in the back. I fed through enough elastic in the bottom slit to hold the tools and stapled it in place. Finished Panel shown below.
Hints for mounting the panel:
Assuming you marked and drilled
mounting holes for the panel you will notice
that it may be hard to locate the holes for the
screws. One method I use is an ice pick. Push
it through one of the holes and into the mounting bracket. Hold it in place, remove the ice
pick and start the screw. If you have correctly
measured and drilled the other holes you can
poke around until you find the next hole and
mount the screw. From that point on you may
have to pull the panel out just enough to see
about where the hole is and poke the ice pick until you hit the hole.
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For the side panels, use some poster board and create a template. The side panels, if cut right, will
stay in place because of the fit and do not need screws. The general shape of a side panel for a Spitfire is
shown below.

UPDATE
Florida Bill to Eliminate Ethanol Requirement Signed Into Law
Heeding the call of angry consumers increasingly wary of the corrosive effects of ethanol blended gasoline,
Florida Governor Rick Scott signed into law legislation to repeal the requirement that all gasoline offered
for sale in the state contain a percentage of ethanol. Under previous law, the Florida Renewable Fuels
Standard required that all gasoline sold or offered for sale by a terminal supplier, importer, blender or
wholesaler in Florida contain 9-10 percent ethanol, or other alternative fuel, by volume.
Ethanol increases water formation which can then corrode metals, plastics and rubber, especially over a period of time when the vehicle is not used. Current high performance specialty parts along with pre-model
year 2001 cars and parts may be most susceptible to corrosion. The life span of vehicles and equipment can
be dramatically reduced with the wrong fuel and owners are often confronted with break downs. While the
ethanol mandate did not apply to fuel used in collector vehicles, off-road vehicles, motorcycles or small engines, there has been an inability to obtain unblended gasoline for engines that may be damaged by ethanol.
Thank you and congratulations to all who participated in supporting this bill!

TR6 For Sale
Bob Fent, an old Temple of Triumph friend from Panama City, called me yesterday regarding the
above TR6 which is being sold by the original owner.
My brief understanding is that Chuck Dick, 850-319-7301, Panama City, has owned the car since
new. The car has an overdrive transmission, good top, top boot, tonneau cover, upholstery and carpets,
and is rust-free. It has had considerable maintenance and mechanical repairs over the years and runs
good. The original Strombergs (still available) have been replaced with SU's. I think the car has the original red paint, which will require repainting.
If interested, give Chuck a call and get the full and correct details directly from the horses mouth,
since the above is from Bob, a second party!
Obin
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The following is from The Standard, Official publication of the Capital Triumph Register

Continued on Page 7...
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...continued from page 6

On the Lighter Side
BACKFIRES!
A Handy Guide for the Do‐It‐Yourselfer! By Bob Horzmann / Moss Motoring

The following are suggestions for working inside in
an environment that you share with your family.
 Do not use the clothes washer/dryer as a workbench.
While extra holes help clothes dry more quickly, auto parts
and black spots are hard to explain to the fire department.
AND note: “Appliance White Rustoleum” does NOT
match Kenmore White!
 Separate shop towels and grease‐covered clothes from
the rest of the laundry. It is a molecular property of grease
to never leave the washer except on other family members’
clothes.
 Words of caution about welding in the basement. Everything that will burn will cost you more than what you are
welding is worth. AND after finishing with your welding
project, wait 30 minutes before rejoining the family. Two reasons: fire safety and short attention spans
help ensure your survival!
Suggestions for when to work...
When there are no witnesses!
When you can pass the joys of automotive
work to your spawn without correction from
their mother! When you won’t disturb the
neighbors (as if they haven’t noticed the fire
truck and police car ‐ Not to mention the yard
filled with MG parts).
Parting words... always fit the exhaust
system before starting. Someone out there
won’t share your joy of just being able to start
the darn thing!
Note: this article is courtesy of MG Talk, the magazine of the Southeastern MG T Register.
A frame-off restored Jaguar XKE and a Triumph Spitfire left a car show. The Triumph’s engine died
on an on ramp to I-95 blocking the XKE from getting to the highway. Both drivers got out to discuss the problem. The Triumph owner asked if the XKE driver could give him a push to the next exit. “Are you crazy? My
bumper costs as much as your car” “Okay, could you tow me to the next exit?” The XKE owner said he could
do it, but only to the next exit. They connected the two cars together with a tow rope and started onto the freeway. About a mile down the road the Jaguar driver noticed that he had reached the end of the break-in period
for his new engine. He forgot about the Spitfire behind him and started to open up the Jag. After he hit 90 and
was still climbing, a highway patrol officer clocked him on radar, gave chase but couldn’t keep up. He radioed
ahead and said “I just clocked a Jaguar XKE going north on I-95 doing over a hundred and here’s the part you
won’t believe. There is a Triumph Spitfire right behind him honking for the Jaguar to pull over and let him go
by.”
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Join the Triumph Club of North Florida
If you’re interested in Triumph cars, You should be a member of TCNF. The beneﬁts are
outstanding, a monthly newsle er that is entertaining as well as informa ve with free ads to members,
monthly events, rallies, shows, picnics, tours and camaraderie with fellow enthusiasts…
Membership Applica on/ Renewal
—————— (Please Print) ——————
New _____ Renewal _____

Car Informa on
Year Model
Comm #

Name_______________________
Spouse______________________
Address_____________________
____________________________
____________________________
Home Phone ( ) ____________

1._________________________
2._________________________
3._________________________
4._________________________
5._________________________
Please circle interest in:
Tech Sessions
Social Events
Autocross
Tours
Fun Rallyes
Car Show
T-S-D Rallyes Races
Make your $25.00 check payable to:

Work Phone ( ) ____________
Email Address ________________

VTR Member? Yes ____ No____
TRA Member? Yes ____ No____

Triumph Club of North Florida,
c/o Norm Reimer,
1409 Forest Ave.
Neptune Beach, Fla 32266

The English Garage
British Car Repairs

1948 Parental Home Rd.
DAVID GERRARD

Suite 2

(904)724-1353

Jacksonville, FL 32216
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