TRIUMPH CLUB OF NORTH FLORIDA
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December 2016
1409 Forest Ave.
Neptune Beach, Fl. 32266

TRIUMPHS COMING OFF THE MAYPORT FERRY NEAR HECKSCHER DRIVE

In this issue: November meeting in Fernandina Beach and trip to Fort Clinch (page 4); Tech Session on TR6 (page 7); and
Holiday Party (page3 &8); and Authenticating Vintage License Plates (page 8).

Notify Norm Reimer of address changes at (904) 246-6044 or email to “suennorm@comcast.net”
All opinions expressed in the articles, columns and other material included in the newsletter are those of the author and do not necessarily reflect the
position of the Triumph Club of North Florida, its officers or members. The Triumph Club of North Florida is not responsible for any technical advice
which may appear in these pages.

Club Officers

Member Help Groups
Wiring Problems

President:
Lance Brazil (904) 860-6799 lbrazil@bellsouth.net
Membership Secretary:

Charles Fenwick
Lance Brazil

Barry Northway (904)-473-5773 trdriver.bn@gmail.com,
Polishes, Waxes, Finishes

Secretary/Treasurer:
Norm Reimer (904) 246-6044 suennorm@comcast.net
Events Coordinator:

Lance Brazil
Vintage Triumph racing
Don Marshall

Cam Anderson Cam1416@gmail.com,
Newsletter:

904-259-9668

Steven Arrington (904) 262-7071 arringtonsp@att.net,
Board Members at Large:
Jerry Popp (904) 287-1891 geraldjpopp@bellsouth.net
Walt Lanz (904) 641-4089, C-631-8395; jaxwalt@gmail.com

Coming Events
95 (904)641-3262 wlsserv@aol.com

January 8th - Club meeting , 1:00PM at Kings Head Pub
January 8th - Planning Meeting to follow regular meeting (see page )
January 31st - Last day for Early Dues of $15.00
February 5th - Club meeting , 1:00PM at Kings Head Pub
March

- TBD

OTHERS: First Fl. Chapter Military Vehicle Preservation Association Rally - Feb 2426;Renninger's Antique Center /Flea Market,20651 US 441, Mt Dora, FL. 32757.
- SWFL Nationals Car Show & Classic Car Auction; March 18-19, 2017;
Go to www.roadhousepromotions.com
FCCC - http://www.carcouncil.org/events/ ; for other local car events
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If you would like to volunteer
to help other members with
problems on their cars, let us
know and you and be listed
here.

PRESIDENTS CORNER
Our Christmas Party
Our Christmas party at Culhane’s Irish Pub was very well attended this year with 29
members and 6 triumphs. One new member joined the club that might, Michael Raines,
and paid his dues for the next year. His Signal Red 1967 Spitfire is a diamond in the rough
but he is an experienced mechanic already on American Cars. We have offered our
expertise on the wiring which seems to be in a very bad state. Maybe this can be a tech
session after we work on Janet Thomas’ car to replace the radiator.
The only troublesome thing about our party was it would up on the same night as
the Rugby championship which added to the noise level, but that could not be predicted 6
months earlier when the reservation was made. It was still nice to get to see everyone and
chat with our friends.
Let’s hope our attendance at events stays up; lots of new ideas come out when we
all get together like that, preferable in quieter surroundings. I will publish a short agenda
separately for the January 8th meeting.
I think more driving events will bring out better numbers, especially if there are
prizes. More prizes-more people. Prizes don’t have to be plaques, what do you think?
Okay, now what are your ideas?
Lance

oH yEAH !
During the month of December many of us will be going out to eat to celebrate
the season. My challenge is to grab one of the take-away menus all restaurants
have. We will be having a planning session some time after our meeting on
January 8th. A couple things to keep in mind:
Adequate Parking
Good food
Easy deriving distance
If we all bring a place good for a meeting, and maybe an event coinciding we
will have more member participation and, hopefully, increased interest in joining
our club. We need to be building up interest with the younger crowd.
________________________________

IT'S THAT TIME - TCNF dues are due.

If 2016 members renew by January 31, the cost is $15. So

take advantage of this early deal and get yours to Norm Reimer soon.
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November meeting and Road Trip to Fort Clinch
Triumphs were on the road and on the ferry to travel to Fernandina Beach for our
November meeting. The drive to Fernandina Beach on Saturday, November 5, was a
Triumph-ant day. The weather could not have been more cooperative. Three
separate groups of members converged on the northern Mayport Ferry landing on
Heckscher Dr. to drive up A1A to Sandy Bottoms Beach Bar in Fernandina Beach.
There were over 20 members who enjoyed good fellowship and an excellent lunch.
The group had the TCNF November meeting and lunch at Sandy Bottoms with views
of sand and surf. While the club members were spread out over several table, all had
a good time and reported great food too.
After lunch and the meeting, sixteen of us went on to Ft. Clinch State Park for a
private tour of the fort with head ranger, Frank Ofeldt. The first weekend of the
month is the park's Garrison Weekend. Living Historians were there portraying the
soldiers and civilians who lived there in the 1860's. We got to sample fresh bread
baked in the wood burning oven along with authentic cooking smoke, buy treats
from the sutler, enter a bastion that is not open to the public, and watch a cannon
being fired. If you were not able to make this, you missed a great tour with lots of
special areas, not always seen by most visitors. Our guide provided a lot of extra
details about fort life and its history. This was all topped off by watching a squad
firing of a cannon over the bay. Yes, it was loud, but soooo cool.

4

5

Some of our cars parked at the Fort

REAL bread made in a REAL oven with REAL fire

Left - is where soldiers got outfitted. Stan had his eye on
that great looking hat. Above - we know what Cam had
his eye on along with other too.

The hIghlight at end of tour was demonstration of how
they loaded and fired cannons. Yes it was loud.

We not only got to smell the bread baking, but they lets
us form a bread line.

6

NOVEMBER TECH SESSION
On November 12th, TCNF held another Tech Session. This time we assisted (we really did)
David Damon with the front suspension on his TR-6. It was a perfect day, sunny and warm,
but very comfortable. Nine members participated throughout the day, and all got to do a
little work on the project. As we are all used to something not working quite right, the
"Special" Spring compressor turned out to be more trouble than it was worth, but a good
try. We were able to get the left side done, but had to call it a day before all done on right
side. David and Charles were able to wrap it up later in the week. Charles plans to write up
some lessons from this one in near future.
Next Tech Session being planned might be on a TR 3.

Clockwise from top left: David gets it started on left;
Lance starts on right; No guys - it's 2 heads are
better than one, not 3; As usual- 2 guys working, one
supervising and 3 just milling about; Charles holding
the high tech "thingy"
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2016 HOLIDAY PARTY

(cont from page 3)

On December 10th, the TCNF held our annual Holiday Party. It was a crowded night, but all had fun.
There were 29 individuals who attended: 3 were guests of Charles Fenwick, 4 singles and 11 couples - a
good crowd. Six Triumphs tested the limits of the Lucas Electrical Systems: Tr-4, Tr-6, GT-6 and 3
Spitfires. The best Triumph at the event would have to go to Lance, A 25 year old girl gave out a loud
whistle in approval as he departed! Good thing his wife was not in the car with him! It's Ok Gloria, as I
am told he didn't whistle back .
(editor's note - Pictures of TCNF partying have been withheld to protect the guilty)

________________________________________

Authenticating a Vintage License Plate in the State of Florida
By Penny Levy

You own a classic car that makes your heart swell, and puts a smile on your face every time you look at it. But, what to
do about a license plate that will reflect how special the car is? Since buying our 1966 TR4A earlier this year, we have
gotten many comments on the vintage Florida license plate on the car. People either didn’t know that it was possible to
authenticate a vintage plate through the state, or how to do it. Hopefully, this article will help.
There are several options for registering vintage cars in Florida. To be precise, there are six ways.
1.
2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

Get a regular Florida tag, either with the county in which you reside embossed on it, "In God We Trust",
"Sunshine State", or one of the 100+ specialty tags the state offers.
This second option probably doesn't apply to any of our Triumph cars. It is the Street Rod plate, which is for
modified cars and trucks. To qualify for this red plate with white lettering, the car must have been
manufactured prior to 1949 with an engine manufactured after 1949.
The Custom Vehicle tag (red with white lettering) is for custom cars that are at least 25 years old, and
manufactured after 1948, or was manufactured to look like a vehicle of that age. Replicars fit this category.
The light blue Antique tag is for vehicles that are at least 30 years old, and manufactured in 1946 or later.
They must also have engines that are at least 30 years old.
An Ancient tag is for vehicles that weigh 5000 pounds or less, and were manufactured in 1945, or earlier.
These tags do not have to be renewed each year.
Then, there's the authenticated tag. Here's where the fun begins. These tags may be used on cars that were
manufactured in 1975, or earlier. The date on the authenticated Florida tag must match the year of
manufacture of your car.
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If option #6 appeals to you, it may help to begin with some background information. Florida had a county-based

numbering system for its license plates. There are 67 counties in the state; the plates were numbered with the
largest county by population (Dade) assigned number 1, and the smallest county (Liberty) assigned number 67.
Duval county was 2, Alachua 11, Saint Johns 20, Putnam 22, and Clay 48. It isn’t necessary to choose a plate that
has the same number as the county in which you reside. In addition to County Codes, the plates had a Type Code.
Type D, passenger vehicle with a curb weight under 2500 pounds, is the one that would have been on most of our
Triumphs. A plate with no letter code was for passenger vehicles over 2500 pounds. As with the County Code, it is
not necessary to use a plate with the correct Type Code. This site gives the County and Type Codes –
floridalicenseplates.com.
The State of Florida has some requirements for a vintage plate submitted for authentication. The plate must not
have been refurbished in any way and must still be legible for law enforcement purposes. In other words, make
sure that the plate you choose is in good, original condition. With that in mind, you can begin your search. eBay is
a good source. Or, using your favorite search engine, search “vintage license plates for sale”. Some sites will grade
plates on whether they are authenticatable.

Before you hit the “Buy” button, check to make sure that the number on the plate is available for
registration. The state makes that process easy on this website –
https://services.flhsmv.gov/MVCheckPersonalPlate. Enter the number of the plate you are interested in
purchasing, hit “Submit”, and the Availability Status will show if the plate is available for registration, or
not.
After you take delivery of your plate, the next step is to send it off to Tallahassee for authentication.
Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
Title and Registration Issuance
2900 Apalachee Parkway, MS#72
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Take some precautions so that your plate will not get bent during shipping. We sent our plate
sandwiched between two pieces of cardboard inside a USPS Priority Envelope. Along with the plate, you
will need the following:
1. A letter requesting the authentication of the license plate. (A sample letter is included at the
end of this article.) The letter must include the following information:
a. Mailing address (printed). If your mailing address is outside of Florida, or is a P.O. Box,
you must include your physical address to prove Florida residency, unless you are an
active duty member of the Armed Forces who is a Florida resident.
b. Driver License number of the owner, owner’s sex (“F” for female, “M” for male, and
date of birth (month, day, and year). If joint ownership, give the information for both
owners.
c. A description of the license plate (the year and license plate number).
d. A description of the vehicle (year, make, VIN number, and title number).
2. A copy of your insurance card.
3. A personal check or money order in the amount of $60 made payable to DDL. This is the
estimated amount for most original plates and renewals. In the case of the plate for our 1966
Triumph TR4A, we received a partial refund from the state several weeks after receiving the
authenticated plate.
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After authentication, the state will return the plate to you by certified mail. We were surprised to
receive our plate back within a month. Just as with a modern tag, there is an annual renewal fee for the
vintage tag. The renewal sticker will need to be affixed to the vintage plate.
If you have just purchased the car, you must register the car at your local Tax Collectors office before
you can begin the process of authenticating a vintage tag. If you plan to drive the car before you receive
your authenticated tag, you must select a modern tag first. We hoped that we would get a refund on
that tag when we got our authenticated plate. However, that was not the case.
If you need help in the process, please feel free to ask me – levy.penny@gmail.com.
Some sites that sell vintage plates: chucksplates.com, greatamericanplates.com, felix2.com.

Sample Letter:
[Name]
[Street Address]
[City, Florida Zip Code]
[Date]

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles
Title and Registration Issuance
2900 Apalachee Parkway, MS#72
Tallahassee, FL 32399
Subject: Authentication of License Plate
Dear Sir or Madam:
Enclosed is [year] Florida license plate number [xx xxxx] that I wish to have authenticated for use on my
vehicle, along with a check for $60, payable to DDL.
My mailing address is
My driver license number is
[F or M]
My birth date is
The vehicle is a [year] Triumph [Model]; VIN # xxxxxx; title # xxxxxxx.
Also enclosed is a copy of insurance card for the vehicle.
If you need to contact me, I may be reached at 123-456-7890.
Regards,
{Signature}
[First and Last Names}
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The Funny Side:
IRISH VIAGRA; An Irish woman of advanced age visited her physician to ask his advice on
reviving her husband's libido.
"What about trying Viagra?" asked the doctor.
"Not a chance" she replied. "He won't even take an aspirin".
"Not a problem," said the doctor. "Give him an Irish Viagra.”
"What on Earth is Irish Viagra?" she asked.
"It's Viagra dissolved in his morning cup of coffee. He won't even taste it.
Let me know how it goes," he said.
She called the doctor the very next afternoon. "How did it go?" he asked.
"Oh faith, bejaysus and begorrah, doctor, it was terrible. Just horid, I tell
ya! I'm beside meself!"
"Oh, no! What in the world happened?"
"Well, I did the deed, Doctor, just as you advised. I put the Viagra in his
morning coffee, and he drank it. Well, you know, it took effect almost
immediately, and he jumped straight up out of his chair with a smile on
his face, a twinkle in his eye and his pants a-bulging. Then, with one
fierce swoop of his arm, he sent the cups, saucers, and everything else
that was on the table flying across the room, ripped me clothes to tatters
and passionately took me then and there, right on top of the table. T’was
a nightmare, I tell ya, an absolute nightmare!"
“Why so terrible?" asked the doctor. "Wasn't the sex good?"
"Freakin jaysus, it was the best sex I've had in me last 25 years, but sure
as I'm sittin here, doctor, I'll never be able to show me face in Starbucks
again!"
______________________________________________________

LEARNING TO CUSS
A 6 year old and a 4 year old are raking the yard. The 6 year old asks, "You know what? I think it's about time we
started learning to cuss. "The 4 year old nods his head in approval. The 6 year old continues, "When we go in for
breakfast, I'm gonna say something with hell and you say something with ass." The 4 year old agrees with
enthusiasm.
When the mother walks into the kitchen and asks the 6 year old what he wants for breakfast, he replies, "Aw, hell,
Mom, I guess I'll have some Cheerios.
WHACK!
He flies out of his chair, tumbles across the kitchen floor, gets up, and runs upstairs crying his eyes out, with his
mother in hot pursuit, slapping his rear with every step. His mom locks him in his room and shouts, "You can stay
there until I let you out!"
She then comes back downstairs, looks at the 4 year old and asks with a stern voice, "And what do YOU want for
breakfast, young man?"
"I don't know," he blubbers, "but you can bet your fat ass it won't be Cheerios!"
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First Florida Chapter Military Vehicle Preservation Association - Military Vehicle Rally
24-25-26 February 2017 ; Renninger’s Antique Center & Flea Market; 20651 US Highway 441
Mt. Dora, FL 32757.

Displays of Equipment, period Military camp sites, and vendors Hours:
9:00am until dark Saturday, 9:00am until 3:00pm Sunday

Equipment demonstrations, WWII Battle Reenactments and
Weapons Demonstrations will take place
Saturday and Sunday.
Saturday’s battle will be at 1:00 PM
Sunday’s battle will be at 11:00 AM.
A special photo opportunity will take place Saturday near dusk. Some of the
tanks will fire their big guns, and other weapons will be fired (blanks) so
muzzle flashes can be photographed.
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Join the Triumph Club of North Florida
If you’re interested in Triumph cars, You should be a member of TCNF. The benefits are
outstanding, a monthly newsletter that is entertaining as well as informative with free ads to members,
monthly events, rallies, shows, picnics, tours and camaraderie with fellow enthusiasts…
Membership Application/ Renewal
—————— (Please Print) ——————
New _____ Renewal _____
Name_______________________
Spouse______________________
Address_____________________
____________________________
____________________________
Home Phone ( ) ____________
Work Phone ( ) ____________
Email Address ________________

VTR Member? Yes ____ No____
TRA Member? Yes ____ No____

Car Information
Year Model
Comm #
1._________________________
2._________________________
3._________________________
4._________________________
5._________________________
Please circle interest in:
Tech Sessions
Social Events
Autocross
Tours
Fun Rallyes
Car Show
T-S-D Rallyes Races
Make your $25.00 check payable to:

Triumph Club of North Florida,
c/o Norm Reimer,
1409 Forest Ave.
Neptune Beach, Fl. 32266
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